Dr. Fuller – History Essay Rubric









  


Total Score:      /100
	
	Excellent 
	Good 
	Needs Improvement
	Weak 
	Poor
	Unacceptable 

	Introduction 
	Clear thesis statement; no mistakes in writing mechanics; formal, flowing style; focus of argument and paper is clear; engages subject critically; on topic/reading; considers context.  20 points
	Has few mistakes but is weak in one minor area, such as clarity, style, or writing mechanics. Be more specific with thesis/focus on specifics to set up essay. On topic/reading. 16 pts.
	Few mistakes but is weak in more than one minor areas:  clarity, style, or writing mechanics. OR thesis needs to be more specific; does not set up the essay and argument.  
Lacks focus. Slightly off topic/reading. 12 pts.

	Many mistakes, is weak in one major area:  unclear thesis statement, lack of focus, does not engage subject critically, off topic/reading; lacks context; does not set up essay—and in minor areas. 8 pts.
	Weak in more than one major area:  unclear thesis statement, lack of focus, does not engage subject critically, off topic/reading; lacks context; does not set up essay—and in minor areas.  4 pts.
	Weak in several major areas:  unclear or no thesis statement, lack of focus, does not engage subject critically, off topic/reading; lacks context; does not set up essay—and in many minor areas.  0 pts.

	Body I
Development of Argument 
	Argument well developed; connections made between facts and interpretation (theory); shows critical thinking; shows significance of events, people, facts; shows context; all points are explained clearly and completely. 20 pts.
	Few mistakes but is weak in one area:  argument not developed fully; lack of connections; lack of critical thinking; needs expanded analysis; lack of context; lack of clarity; lacks significance; some points not explained completely.
 16 pts.
	Few mistakes but is weak in more than one area:  argument not developed fully; lack of connections; lack of critical thinking; needs expanded analysis; lack of context; lack of clarity; lacks significance; some points not explained completely.  12 pts.
	Many mistakes and is weak in more than one area:  argument not developed fully; lack of connections; lack of critical thinking; needs expanded analysis; lack of context; lack of clarity; lacks significance; some points not explained completely. 8 pts.
	Many mistakes and is weak in several areas:  argument not developed fully; lack of connections; lack of critical thinking; needs expanded analysis; lack of context; lack of clarity; lacks significance; some points not explained completely. 4 pts.
	Many mistakes and is weak in many areas:  argument not developed fully; lack of connections; lack of critical thinking; needs expanded analysis; lack of context; lack of clarity; lacks significance; some points not explained completely. 0 pts.

	Body II
Use of Evidence


	Specific events, people, dates, facts are present and connected to argument.  Quotations included and used appropriately.  Evidence placed in context. Uses primary sources. 20 pts.
	Few mistakes but is weak in one area:  needs more specifics; lack of connections; few quotations; lack of context. Needs more primary sources.  16 pts.

	Few mistakes but is weak in more than one area:  needs more specifics; lack of connections; few quotations; lack of context. Needs primary sources. 12 pts.

	Many mistakes and is weak in more than one area:  needs more specifics; lack of connections; few quotations; lack of context. Needs more primary sources.  8 pts.

	Many mistakes and is weak in several areas:  needs more specifics; lack of connections; few quotations; lack of context. Needs more primary sources.  4 pts.

	Many mistakes and is  weak in many areas:  needs more specifics; lack of connections; few quotations; lack of context. Needs more primary sources. 0 pts.


	Body III

Style/Organization/

Writing Mechanics (Grammar, word choice, etc.)/Citations

	Writing mechanics are strong, style smooth and formal, well-organized (use of paragraphs, etc.), sources cited/proper citation.  20 pts.
	Few mistakes, but is weak in one area:  mechanics, style, organization, citations.
16 pts.
	Few mistakes, but is weak in more than one area:  mechanics, style, organization, citations.
12 pts.
	Few mistakes and is seriously weak in one or two areas:  mechanics, style, organization, citations. 8 pts.
	Many mistakes and is seriously weak in one or two areas:  mechanics, style, organization, citations.  4 pts.
	Many mistakes and is seriously weak in more than two areas:  mechanics, style, organization, citations. 0 pts.

	Conclusion


	Conclusion is clear and shows significance of argument/subject; critically engaged; and well-written. 20 pts.
	Conclusion is strong, but is weak in one area:  clarity, significance, critical engagement; writing. 16 pts.
	Conclusion is good, but is weak in two areas:  clarity, significance, critical engagement; writing. 12 pts.
	Conclusion is weak in three areas:  clarity, significance, critical engagement; writing. 8 pts.
	Conclusion is weak in all four areas:  clarity, significance, critical engagement; writing. 4 pts.
	No conclusion. 0 pts.


